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Being an agro based deltaic country, Bangladesh is one of the most land-scarcecountries in the 
world. Though the National Land Utilization Policy has emphasized 'family based land ceiling for 
rural housing'and rural model house building, but there is virtually no land-use plan for the rural 
areas that comprises about 85oh of the total land area. The present facilities in respect of physical 
infrastructure, housing, water supply, sanitation, etc., are very inadequate. Housing shortage in 
the country in I99I was estimated to be 3.1 million units, out of which 2.15 million units were in 
the rural areas (Housing Census I99L, BBS). Unplanned rural housing is a major problem area in 
our national life. Although the government has implemented a few sporadic rural housing projects 
viz. cluster/ideal village projects etc. in the rural areas; those are very meager as compared to the 
needs of the vast majority of rural people. 

On the other hand, the Grameen Bank and few NGOs are providing loans for rural house building 
that has opened a new area in the field of rural housing of Bangladesh. Nevertheless, they are only 
able to serve a limited number of the rural population. Formulation of a proper institutional and 
legal framework for actively participating in rural housing, which has been included in the National 
Housing Poiicy, is still not being implemented. The study is conducted to analyze the present 
housing condition and pattern in rural Bangladesh and to identify the trend of shrinking cultivable 
land through horizontal expansion of housing. The investigation also covers the importance of the 
land zoning system to overcome the challenge of decent housing as well as food security for the 
booming population. The study argues that for proper land utilization the government could 
introduce a land management act with a land zoning system and a ceiling for housing in rural 
Bangladesh, as well as strengthen the housing facilities for disadvantaged people in a planned way. 
The study tries to find alternative ways of rural housing like Compact Township (CT)/ Community 
Housing with basic infrastructural facilities and utmost utilization of land. 

 


